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The YES stands in solidarity with communities of colour who continue to bear the weight of
systemic injustice.
 

At The Youth Excellence Society (YES), our vision is that all teens belong to communities of care and

respect that nurture their capacity for excellence. We are called to create safe spaces where all youth

thrive and we believe that we are all responsible for building communities of equity. It has become

increasingly apparent that not all people have the same opportunities for safety and to be part of such

communities. While the Black Lives Matter movement has received prominent attention in recent

weeks, we recognize that injustice and racism are not new and collectively we are long overdue to

address this work in our lives and organizations. The weeks since the deaths of George Floyd, Regis

Korchinski-Paquet, and Chantel Moore have shone a harsh light on white privilege and racism,

illuminating opportunities for further growth, education and inclusion in our own programs. 
 

The YES’ core values are belonging, empowerment, self-worth, growth, and co-operative leadership.

We embrace the worth, dignity, and beauty of all people. Racism has no place in our camp community,

or in any community. We must take the time to examine our own complicity in systemic racism and

violence,  standing in support of Black and Indigenous folks, and people of colour (BIPOC). We must

then take action and make change that will lead us toward equity and justice within and outside our

community, ensuring that The YES is a place of care and respect for all. 
 

We stand with our BIPOC colleagues, friends, partners, collaborators, alumni, participants, parents,

staff members, and the entire BIPOC community. We stand together to speak out against racism, to

promote understanding, and to create a more compassionate world. 
 

As part of our commitment to action, we are bringing a critical lens to our own organization and

programming as we continue our anti-racist work. We engage in this learning with profound gratitude

to the BIPOC folks who have provided resources through their work, and we aim to help amplify some

of these voices through sharing resources we have learned from. 
 

We must recognize that we have members of our community who are hurting, and continue to choose

to move forward with empathy and a willingness to learn. This is courageous and challenging work.

We invite you to join us in it. 
 

#BlackLivesMatter
 

- Chelsea Lake, Executive Director

- Lauren Sortome, Program Director

- The YES Board of Directors



Below is a brief list of resources:

 

For families:

10 Books That Celebrate Black Lives (by age range)

Children's Books Celebrating Black Boys

Family guides for talking about racism

What Black Youth in BC Want You To Know

 

For teens:

An Introduction to Racism

Ten Oaks Project - a Canadian summer camp program doing daily anti-racist education through

their Instagram

 

General:

Characteristics of White Supremacy Culture

Self-Reflective Activity: White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack

4 Ways to Push Back Against Your Privilege

True Solidarity: Moving Past Privilege Guilt

 

For donations:

Black Organizations and Anti-Racist Groups Canadians Can Support Now

The Youth Excellence Society (YES)

604-960-1377

www.theyes.ca

 info@theyes.ca

https://abcnews.go.com/GMA/Culture/anti-racists-books-bestselling-author-nic-stone-shares/story?id=71175499
https://www.theconsciouskid.org/black-books-matter-childrens-books-celebrating-black-boys
https://educationwithanapron.com/home/store28348178-company-site/
https://www.facebook.com/akomavancouver/photos/pcb.946899279087817/946895725754839/?type=3&theater
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8eTWZ80z9EE&fbclid=IwAR1QsbXHkSq1pGcU7JZx-4KdheKLhS-bhtYSQ70RAlH6fhfYadev5x6tGaI
https://www.instagram.com/tenoaksproject/
http://www.cwsworkshop.org/PARC_site_B/dr-culture.html
https://nationalseedproject.org/Key-SEED-Texts/white-privilege-unpacking-the-invisible-knapsack
http://www.bgdblog.org/2014/02/4-ways-push-back-privilege/
https://everydayfeminism.com/2014/03/moving-past-privilege-guilt/
https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/entry/black-organizations-anti-racist-groups-canada_ca_5ed57ea1c5b6867b30853e20

